
The Essential Guide to 
Book Cover Design
Your book cover is the first impression readers have of your story, 
making it a crucial element in attracting attention and conveying the 
essence of your work. This essential guide covers what works and 
what doesn't in book cover design, how to choose designs that fit 
your story, setting a budget, and the pros and cons of pre-made 
versus custom-designed covers.

What Works in Book Cover Design:
• Eye-Catching Visuals:

• Do: Choose compelling images or illustrations that 
grab attention and reflect the genre and tone of your 
book.

• Clarity and Readability:
• Do: Ensure that the title and author name are easily 

readable, even in thumbnail size. Choose legible fonts 
and consider contrast.

• Genre Appropriateness:
• Do: Research successful books in your genre and 

aim for a cover that aligns with reader expectations while 
standing out.

• Professionalism:
• Do: Invest in a high-quality, professional design that 

reflects the quality of your writing.
• Consistency Across Series:

• Do: If your book is part of a series, maintain 
consistency in cover design to establish brand 
recognition.

• Engaging Back Cover Blurb:
• Do: Incorporate an intriguing back cover blurb that 

entices readers to delve into your book.



What Doesn't Work in Book Cover 
Design:

• Overcrowded Designs:
• Don't: Overload your cover with too many elements. 

Keep it clean and focused on key visuals.
• Inconsistent Branding:

• Don't: Use design elements that don't align with 
your book's genre or themes.

• Poor Font Choices:
• Don't: Choose fonts that are difficult to read or clash 

with the overall design.
• Low-Quality Images:

• Don't: Use pixelated or low-resolution images. 
Quality matters in the visual appeal of your cover.

• Mismatched Colours:
• Don't: Select colours that clash or make the text 

difficult to read. Ensure a harmonious colour palette.
• Generic Stock Photos:

• Don't: Rely on clichéd or overused stock photos. 
Aim for originality to stand out.

Choosing Designs that Fit Your Story:
• Reflect the Genre:

• Choose a design that aligns with the expectations of 
readers in your book's genre.

• Convey the Tone:
• Ensure the cover reflects the mood and tone of your 

story, whether it's lighthearted, suspenseful, or dramatic.
• Highlight Key Elements:

• If your book features specific symbols, settings, or 
characters, consider incorporating them into the cover.

• Consider the Audience:
• Understand your target audience and choose a 

design that resonates with their preferences.



Setting a Budget:
• Research Market Prices:

• Investigate the average cost of professional book 
cover design within your genre. Prices can vary based on 
designer experience and complexity.

• Balancing Quality and Budget:
• Prioritise quality, but also be realistic about your 

budget constraints. Investing in a professional cover is a 
wise decision for long-term success.

• Additional Costs:
• Factor in any additional costs, such as stock images 

or custom illustrations, when setting your budget.

Pre-Made vs. Custom-Designed Covers:
Pre-Made Covers:
Pros:

• Quick and convenient.
• Often more affordable.
• Wide variety of designs available.

Cons:

• Less tailored to your specific story.
• Limited customisation.

Custom-Designed Covers:
Pros:

• Tailored to your book's unique themes.
• Complete creative control.
• Stronger brand identity.

Cons:

• Typically more expensive.



• Takes longer to complete.

What to Look for in a Cover Designer:
• Portfolio:

• Review the designer's portfolio to ensure they have 
experience in your book's genre.

• Communication Skills:
• Choose a designer who communicates well and 

understands your vision.
• Testimonials:

• Read client testimonials to gauge the designer's 
professionalism and reliability.

• Copyright and Licensing:
• Clarify the terms of copyright and licensing for the 

cover design.
• Flexibility:

• Ensure the designer is open to revisions and can 
adapt to your feedback.

Remember, your book cover is an investment in the success of your 
work. Take the time to find a designer who aligns with your vision 
and provides the quality your book deserves. Happy designing!
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C.L. Monaghan’s personal recommendation: 
www.jamcatcreative.co.uk

http://www.jamcatcreative.co.uk

